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Can housing save an under-funded retirement?
For many people entering retirement – especially middle-income employees, but sometimes also those at either extreme – their house is
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in mind that the recent situation has been exceptional. This recession
was actually triggered by a crisis in home financing, and that makes it
pretty much unique in American history. It’s the exception, not the
rule. Still, it’s an important reminder that owning equity in a home is
not the same as having money in the bank.
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Since we live in our homes, and since we can’t get our money out of
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lifestyle, not of our wealth. Even more so than a defined contribution
plan balance, home equity is “hidden in plain sight.” It’s right there in
front of us every day, yet we don’t get periodic statements telling us
what it’s worth, and even if we did, if we like where we live, we rarely
think of cashing it in.
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the answers, and before you or
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